Community Garden report for 2020
St. Anthony Park Community Gardens…..What is it? Where is it? Why is it? And How did it get there?
The community council owns the land between Robbins Street and the first spur rail track from Raymond to Cromwell. In addition to the east end of the property used by Ettel and Franz, this piece of land includes two sections: the St. Anthony Park Community Garden and the St. Anthony Park Prairie Heritage Garden.
The community gardens were started in 1981 and grew out of a neighborhood leaf composting project of the district council on land owned by and rented from the railroad.
When the railroad said they were going to sell the land for construction of a steel coil off-loading facility, the gardeners and district council responded by organizing a political effort to prevent the loss of the gardens and the construction of a disruptive use incompatible with the residential neighbors. This was truly an amazing “David and Goliath” effort, helped out by politicians. The final help was Bruce Vento, a Congressman who was then serving on the Transportation Committee in Washington. The gardens provide a “green” buffer between the residences and the transportation corridors of railroad tracks, Energy Park Drive and Highway 280.

The district council and gardeners raised over $250,000 to purchase the land, including over $25,000 in individual contributions from neighborhood residents and businesses.  This happened in 1999 /2000.

An important part of the effort was an agreement with Ettel and Franz to allow them to continue parking on a portion of the property if they would support the neighborhood’s attempt to acquire it. They provided a large contribution that matched a STAR fund grant and got the fundraising started with some real chance of success. They have continued to be a good neighbor to the garden and have helped the gardeners with specific projects. Ettel and Franz added a storage building on the east end of the property in 2012 which they use. They were able to do this in a way that did not impact the gardens.  
Management of the Land and Money

As the owner of the land the district council is responsible for paying any costs associated with the property. But all expenses associated with the land are paid for out of garden plot rental fees and garden donations. Assessments, water, water system repair, fence and tree issues, tilling, printing, mailing…any expense associated with the land is paid for out of garden funds. Garden funds, maintained separately from council funds, are used for current garden operating expenses and as reserves for future needs of the gardens.   The community gardens are a self-organizing project of the district council. Governance and policies are posted on the council website. All the tasks of managing the gardens are done by volunteers.
The portion of the property that is used by Ettel and Franz is taxed as industrial property, and Ettel and Franz pay these taxes.  The District council has an agreement with Ramsey County that the gardens will use at least one plot for benefit of a food shelf. In return Ramsey county taxes on the remainder of the property will be abated.  This year two garden plots were set aside for food shelf benefit and one plot was rented by a non-profit for food shelf benefit. Community gardeners and others in the community maintained the plots and harvested produce for Seal Hi-Rise public housing. In 2020, the food shelf plots donated 862 pounds, a past gardener who remains involved donated 558 pounds and a congregant in one of Scott’s churches donated 150 pounds for a total of 1570 pounds of produce donated and delivered to Seal.
2020  Community Gardens
We had to do things differently in 2020 because of COVID-19. The large spring meeting was cancelled, gardeners were reminded to maintain a safe distance, and hand sanitizer and disinfectant were provided for volunteers harvesting produce for Seal. 93 plots were rented, with well over 200 people involved in the gardens.  We had many more requests for plots than we were able to satisfy this year. Many gardeners commented how valuable it was to have the garden as a calm place to come during a year of anxiety and stress. 
Plots were rented for $30.  It is the garden steering committee’s desire that the plot rentals pay the operating costs, with any donations made to the community gardens being available for improvement activities.  We maintain a reserve fund for unexpected expenditures future needs. For example, it is becoming clearer that we will need to replace our water system. A repair we were able to do this year just with volunteers revealed that the age of our system is starting to show vulnerability.  We need to be building reserves for that coming expense.
2020 Prairie Heritage Garden 
For their expertise, this year we started working with Landbridge, a local ecological landscape business (Vandalia and University). They did some spot spraying of invasive plants and guidance on some plantings. 
